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Priest in Charge - Rev David Johnson
email drjrev@gmail.com, mobile 07341 655530
The Rectory, Main Street, Broadmayne, DT2 8EB  Tel 01305 852435
Benefice web site www.watercombe.org.uk
Enquiries about Baptism, Wedding and Funeral arrangements should be made through Rev David Johnson
(Sunday to Wednesday) [Anglican]; or Rev Brenda Stephenson [Methodist].
Please contact the relevant Church Warden or Steward for anything else.

Priest: Rev Anthony Bush, Holworth Farm House, Holworth, DT2 8NH 01305 852242
email: bushinarcadia@yahoo.co.uk Mobile 07711794120
Licensed Lay Minister: ~ Mrs Jenny Bagnall, 2 St. Peter's Barn, West Knighton, DT2 8PF 01305 854950
Benefice Secretary: Mrs Julia Denham, 1 The Spinney, Broadmayne, DT2 8UH 01305 852626
Benefice Treasurer: Roger Holehouse, Shepherd’s Cottage, Whitcombe, DT2 8NY 01305 261337
Benefice Safeguarding Officer: Carol Wightman 6 Old Brickfields, Broadmayne, DT2 8UY 01305 854385
St. Martin’s Church, Broadmayne
Contact: Tim Clayton, 14 Rectory Close, Broadmayne, DT2 8EQ. 07443 659912
St Martin’s Hall Bookings:  Tim Clayton, taclayton14@gmail.com 07443 659912
Donations Broadmayne PCC 30-92-69 00263394 Lloyds Bank
St. Peter’s Church, West Knighton
Wardens: Lesley Stubbing 01305 852174
Dorothy Emery, 2 Gabriel Cottages, West Knighton, DT2 8PE 01305 854795
Donations St Peters Church West Knighton PCC  40-52-40 00006676
Charities Aid Foundation Bank
St. Michael’s Church, Owermoigne
Warden: Philippa Bush, Holworth Farm House, Holworth, DT2 8NH 01305 852242
Donations PCC Owermoigne 30-92-69 00265516 Lloyds Bank
Holy Trinity Church, Warmwell
Warden: Mr Sam Ross Skinner, Warmwell House, Warmwell, DT2 8HQ 01305 854545
Donations Warmwell PCC  30-92-69 00954087 Lloyds Bank
St. Catherine by the Sea, Holworth
Warden: Philippa Bush, Holworth Farm House, Holworth, DT2 8NH 01305 852242
Donations St Catherines-by-the-sea church council 40-19-21 20724874 HSBC
1y

wy Methodist Church, Broadmayne

Ministry Rev Brenda Stephenson, 11 Ellerslie Close, Charminster, DT2 9QQ 01305 459009

Team: Peter Jenner, 1 Vespasian Way, Dorchester, DT1 2RD 01305 751668
Steward: Margaret Eaglestone, Box Cottage, 4 Main Street, Bmayne, DT2 8EB 01305 854229
Methodist Hall Bookings: ~ Wendy Stent, 7 South View, Broadmayne, DT2 8ET 01305 852795

Iltems for the February Compass must reach the editor by 15th January

Editor: David Eaglestone, Box Cottage, 4 Main Street, Broadmayne, DT2 8EB 01305 854229
email: d.eaglestone@talktalk.net

Distribution:  Robin Howes, Piper's Gate, South Drove, Broadmayne, DT2 8PN 01305 854025

Nicky Busst, 4 Gabriel Cottages, West Knighton, DT2 8PE 01305 854646

Deborah Boursnell, 47 Main Street, Broadmayne, DT2 8ES 07917 835259

Treasurer: Alan Baker, 15 Broadmead, Broadmayne, DT2 8EE 01305 854578

For rates and details of advertising in this magazine please contact the Editor
«gRCO"
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Ak Broadmayne, Holworth, Owermoigne, Warmwell and West Knighton

Al 4 Sunday Services January 2026
4th January 11th January 18th January 25th January
Broadmayne St| 11am Holy 1 int 8am Holy
Martin Communion COVZE”ath",h’LW Communion BCP
Broadmayne | 11am Morning | 11am Morning (t:ﬁénl\r/rll(;?]g’gi;t 11am Morning
Methodist Worship Worship Church Worship
Holworth
; 9.30am Holy 9.30am Holy
Owermoigne Communion Communion
11am Morning
Warmwell Prayer
; 9.30am Holy | 6pm Worship & [ 9.30am Holy
West Knighton Communion Prayer Communion

Methodist Sunday 4th January
& Joint

11am - Peter Jenner

i Sunday 11th January 11am - Richard Lownsbrough ,
Services Sunday 18th January 11am — Rev Brenda Stephenson: Covenant Service at

the Methodist Church

Sunday 25th January 11am — Chris Smith

By Still Waters Tuesday 13th January, 10am (and every 2nd Tuesday of the month)

Reflective prayer and sharing

Broadmayne Methodist Church

BENEFICE REGISTERS
Burial of Ashes

22nd November Georgina (Gina) Thorp at St Martin, Broadmayne
The Revd Dick Douglas at St Catherine, Holworth

Baptism
7th December

Flo Titterington at St Martin, Broadmayne

COMPASS ONLINE: Compass can be accessed online as a downloadable pdf file. Either
search Watercombe Benefice and then click or tap on the News tah,
or type https://watercombe.org.uk/news into your browser.
If you would like a printed edition, these are available at various outlets in the villages, but
most reliably from the churches

Watercombe Benefice website

A Church Near You
Broadmayne Methodist Church

St Martin's Church Facebook page

http://watercombe.org.uk/

https://m.facebook.com/StMartinsBroadmayne/

https: //www.achurchnearyou.com/

https:/ /www.dsw.c

hurchfchurchesz
roadmayne.html

circuit-churches

THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH

Politics is the career of plundering and blundering.
War: a continuation of politics by other means.
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Disraeli
Clausewitz
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GRASSBY & SONS LTD

Proud to have served the
local community since

FUNERAL SERVICE
8 Princes St, Dorchester

MEMORIAL MASONS
Dorchester Road, Grimstone

www.grassby-funeral.co.uk Tel: (01305) 262338
www.grassby-stone.co.uk Tel: (01305) 269678

Parrott Locks
LOCKSMITH

UPVC & Wooden Door Lock Specialist

Safes Opened & Supplied

Vehicle Opening & Remote Key cutting service

Key Safes, Codelocks, Additional Gate & Garage Security

07709 545701

paul@parrottlocks.co.uk www.parrottlocks.co.uk
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FROM HOLWORTH FARMHOUSE

Welcome to 2026
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne? . . . ... We'lll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.

For me, with only a small quantity of Scottish blood in my veins through
my maternal grandmother, this song carries so much of what true
friendship has come to mean for me over so many years. Written by Robert
Burns in 1788, I've sung it at the stroke of midnight at the beginning of
almost every year, for what, some seventy years, probably more? At
university, in the army, in many countries around the world on my travels
with the Foreign Office, and most importantly with my family. I'm sure I've
missed one or two New Year celebrations for various reasons. Sometimes it
has been sung in joy, sometimes in sadness, sometimes for those I've loved
and lost, but most often and most importantly, with those I've chosen for a
lifetime and who have put up with me thus far.

We only learn our true identity when our lives are lived in concert with
those who travel with us. Within relationships we begin to discover more
clearly who we are and the part we have to play — what we have to give and
what we can learn from those who share our journey. We can only fully
discover who we are as individuals in the context of community.

Of course the value of community only becomes apparent once the polite
social niceties have been dealt with and the real, and sometimes painful,
differences between people become clear. If everyone were the same and
agreed on all points, achieving community would be both easy and
pointless. We have to learn the testing lesson of dealing with differences in
order to keep the show on the road. Never has this seemed more difficult
than in these present times.

Everyone has a story to tell, and once we have heard it, so much is revealed
that mends misunderstandings and heals wounds, and this can lead to what
we all need from each other — forgiveness. We are capable of all the good
and the bad that has ever been done, and to recognise this is the beginning
of Grace. Once we have it, we are freed up to both listen and learn without
feeling the need to carp, criticise or complain, but it does not prevent us
from stating a point of view that we feel needs to be made. As human
beings, we are, and always have been, restless as we travel and that’s fine —
it’s how the human race has survived. And of great comfort to those who
believe, is that God too is restless; and he too is also a traveller.

So here’s hoping you will enter 2026 with joy and optimism, counting your
blessings an: witl}; hearts uplifted.

And there’s a hand, my trusty fiere!
And gie’s a hand o’thine!
And we’ll tak’ a right gude-willie waught,
For auld lang syne.
Anthony Bush
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Purbeck &
West Dorset
Mobile Foot Clinic

* Nail Cutting, including Diabetic Feet
* Thickened Nails

Then why not have Professional treatment within the
* Ingrowing Nails
* Fungal Nails

comfort of your own home!

* Corns & Calluses

* Cracked Heels |
* Hard Skin Removal ]

Book your home appointment TODAY!

07903 722542 Dol e
07712 525058 Shrstnsfoke

wdmfc@icloud.com

www.westdorsetmobilefootclinic.com

H ) Property
S Lawyers

Providing you with a Professional and Personal Service for

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING.

t. 01305 236677 |
e. philip@philip-hall.com

m. 07505 854734

w. www.philip-hall.com

Longfield Chambers, 2 Bramble Drove,
Broadmayne, Dorchester, DT2 8ED

6 Compass January 2026

PENGILLYS

SOLICITORS ®# MEDIATORS
Fmdlngawayforward

hsmcss M«Hus
Legal Disputes
U |
Propufj
Eamily £ Kc[d’fonskfys
v
Private Clients..

It doesn't need to be a costly process
to sit down and talk

Calluson 01305 768888
www.pengillys.co.uk

Post Office Chambers,
67 St. Thomas Street, Weymouth DT4 8HB

Challacombe House, Beechwood Square,
Poundbury, Dorchester DT1 35S

Clean Oven
Domestics Ltd

Ovens. Agas. Ranges. Hobs
Extractors. Microwaves. BBQS
Eco friendly materials used

Experienced staff and fully
insured

COVERING ALL OF DORSET
AND SOMERSET

Call Dave on
0800 7076629
Mobile 07563 693145

cleanovensdomestic@gmail.com
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BENEFICE /| COMMUNITY

from across the ages. Admission is free .

stay for a glass of wine afterwards!

Music at St Peter’s, Dorchester

Happy New Year from all at St Peter’s Church Dorchester! There is plenty of music for you to enjoy
this month and beat those January blues! We hope you can join us for some or all of the many
fantastic concerts, services and musical events taking place.

Saturday 10th January, 4.30pm: We begin the new year with our candlelit Epiphany carol service.
Alongside traditional hymns, carols and readings there will be glorious choral music by Gustav
Holst, Francis Poulenc, Felix Mendelssohn, William Crotch, Peter Cornelius and Philip Stopford.
This service is free to attend and all are very welcome.

Saturday 17th January, 12.30pm — 1.00pm: The lunchtime concert is given by soprano Sarah
Palfreman-Kay, who is accompanied by lan Davis. You can enjoy 30 minutes of songs and arias

Sunday 18th January , 10.30am: Choral Eucharist, with some fantastic music including Howells’s
‘Here is the little door’, Victoria’s ‘Missa O magnum mysterium’ and Berlioz’s ‘The shepherd’s
farewell’. The service is free to attend, all are welcome and refreshments will be served afterwards.
Saturday 24th January, 4.30pm: Choral Evensong includes Tallis’s ‘Salvator mundi’, Richard Seal’s
‘Preces & Responses’, the ‘Evening Canticles in D’ by Brewer and Bairstow’s rousing anthem
‘Blessed city, heavenly Salem’. The service is free to attend, all are welcome and warmly invited to

Keep up with events via our website: www.musicatstpetersdorchester.org If you would like to
receive our monthly newsletter, subscribe through the website or drop us a line at:
musicatstpeters@mail.com All of our social media and contact details can be found at:
linktr.ee/musicatstpeters

Poxerty o i
w“ g l
In 2026
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Warm their home, o
warm your heart

Please help Dorchester Poverty Action
to give grants to local people to be
able to heat their homes this winter

We distribute grants inthe DT1 and DT2
areas to those in financial need
@ through referral from a professional ¢
Donate through our website:
www.dorchesterpovertyaction.org.uk or
contact info@dorchesterpovertyactionorg.uk
or send a cheque to Dorchester Poverty
Action, c/o United Church Dorchester
49-51 Charles Street Dorchester DT1 1EE

Thankyou %

Crossways Library Opening Times —
Free to join — Open to all

Monday 2.30pm - 5pm
Tuesday 10am - 12pm, 2pm - 5pm
Wednesday 10am - 1pm, 2.30pm - 5pm
Thursday 10am - 1pm
Friday 12pm - 6pm
Saturday 10am - 1pm

ARTSREACH &
WEST STAFFORD VILLAGE HALL present
UNDERMINED by Danny Mellor
Saturday 24th January 2026, 7.30pm

Undermined is a gritty, witty and powerful
show inspired by the accounts of miners who
lived through the 1984 Miners’ Strike. It takes
you on a rollercoaster of emotions in a year of

political turmoil. Meet Dale, his best mate

Billy, and a whole cast of characters as we
follow this year-long dispute in a play which is
relevant for those who know nothing about the
strike, and those who remember it all too well.

With one pint, one chair, one actor and a

classic soundtrack, experience pints in the

pub and punches on the picket line.

“An excellent dramatization of an immensely
important period of modern history, and a
great piece of contemporary theatre in its own
right, Undermined is unmissable.” (Broadway
World).

Touring for over 10 years to pubs, theatres
and even Scottish Parliament, this fast-paced
show will have you laughing, crying and
shaking with anger. Don’t miss it as it comes
to Dorset as part of the programme by
Artsreach. Tickets available from
artsreach.co.uk or
jacquie.walton@outlook.com. Adults £12.50,
U18 £6, Family (2 Adults & 2 U18) £35.
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1980

EST.
ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTORS

Your local NICEIC
Electrical Contractor

all electrical works undertaken,
reliable and professional service.

Renewable energy solutions, EV charging,

Inspection & Testing, Portable Appliance
Testing and Breakdown service.

Visit www.hustingselectrical.com for the full
list of services, or call us on 01258-837385

COMMUNITY

St Mary’s CE Middle School, Puddletown Inspire today to shape tomorro
Happy New Year everyone! To kick off 2026, we have ; —
decided to do something a little different! Back in ™ L

December, we invited our Head Girl, Bunny, to write a diary
entry to record a day in the life of a student at St Mary’s in
2025! If you would like to let us know what life was like for
you at school, especially if you went to St Mary’s, we would
love to hear from you! Please share your experiences by
emailing our school office — office@stmarys.wessex.ac

Dear Diary,
Today was a busy Tuesday at school.

| woke up, brushed my teeth, had breakfast then got on the bus as usual although my bus
was a little late today but it’s ok because | didn’t miss registration. We gathered in our
classroom, read our books for a bit and took the register, then it was time for the first
lesson, Maths. We were looking at adding, timesing and subtracting fractions and we did
a few test-style questions on it. For me the questions were quite hard. | just couldn’t
wrap my head around it but | think I’'m getting the hang of it and hopefully | can learn a
bit more tomorrow. My next lesson was English which was better. We are studying war
poetry and got to try a drama task looking at a poem called ‘We are children of a lesser
war’ which was fun. We got to go in groups, | went in a group with my friends and we
made up some actions to our verse. | found it much easier than maths!
After that it was break and me and my friends got our snacks (I had chocolate biscuits
yummmm) and went out to the playground. It was very cold today as it’s nearly
Christmas but no snow, just rain, which is sad because | really want it to snow this
December. I'm still crossing my fingers.
My highlight of the day was definitely DT. This week | have textiles and we are making
fabric tapestry pictures inspired by nature. We got to use the sewing machines and
learn lots of different techniques such as appliqué, ink transfer and batik which will all
be incorporated in our final designs. It’s not quite done yet but hopefully it will look
great. After DT | had lunch, | was so hungry. | had a really good lunch today. It was
tomato pasta with some veggies and snacks as well yumm! Me and my friends ate in
the hall and chatted about Christmas Jumper Day on Friday. I’'m going to wear my
jumper with baubles on it! Also on Friday, we have the annual Christmas carol
competition final. It’s where all the classes get into groups in their music lessons and
try to create the next best Christmas hit. Whoever wins gets a trophy at the end! My
group’s song made it into the final so we are now performing it on Friday!! I'm a bit
nervous but I’'m glad I’'m not doing it alone and that | have my group with me. My final
lesson of the day was science and we got to do experiments! We were looking at rocks
and crystals and whether crystals grow faster when at cold, hot or room temperature.
My group discovered that they grow faster in hot temperatures so we recorded all our
results on a table. Then it was time to pack up. | went back to my classroom for lesson
six where we did our collective worship power point about the Christmas story.
Then it was home time! | got back on the bus for my journey home with my friends.
Overall, | had a great day and | hope tomorrow will end the same, but | am very tired
and so looking forward to the Christmas holidays!
e-mail: office@stmaryscemiddle.uk website: www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk
Tel: 01305 848293 Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD
Dr Tim Ennion (Head of School)

Compass January 2026
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THE NEW INN
WEST KNIGHTON

Two unmissable shows are coming back!
<, Sheer Luck Holmes
The fast-paced comedy mystery is back! Join the
hilarity and help crack the case whilst enjoying a 3
Course Delicious Meal included
3rd February 2026
& Tickets are already flying - book now
before they vanish! £65pp
Faulty Towers Dining Experience
Our much-loved immersive dinner show returns -
expect laugh-out-loud chaos, spot-on characters,
and a delicious meal. £65pp
3rd March 2026
7th April 2026
Don’t miss the laughs, the mystery, and the
mayhem - get your tickets today!

From the team behind Faulty Towers The Dining Experience

LONDON'S SMASH HIT
SHOW ON TOUR

INFO@NEWINNWESTRNIGHTON.CO.UR
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Crossways Youth & Community Centre AC
Thank you to everyone - supporters, bakers and stall-holders who joined ~ (LUY[’
us last month for our Christmas Fayre. We raised £460 which helps us % gLk,
with our building maintenance costs. "t
Our next Community Café will be taking place on Saturday, 3 January 2026 from
9am to 12{9m. If you would like to book a free of charge pitch - please contact
cycc@mail.com

In addition, our building is available at very reasonable rates for parties or meetings.
Please send enquiries to bookings@crosswaysycc.org

KA: » meSpitfirecis  The Spitfire Club is
D,

g Crossways open...
OVE lT' Wednesday & Friday 7.30-11pm
> or LOSE (T!, Saturday 3-8pm Sunday 2-6pm
‘ (Thi is liable to change, opening times are advertised on the
| Turn back the clock with our fun club door)

and friendly exercise classes to
improve your

Everyone welcome to come and use the
facilities at the club
(£1.00 sign in fee for non-members)

Pool table, darts board. Large function room to
hire: parties, meetings, dance classes etc
Crossways Village Hall Monday 11.30am Membership Fees application/renewal forms

i Broadmayne Village Hall Thursday 9.30am available behind tﬁe bar. Enquires: email

£7.30 a week ox £20 for 2 block of 4 thespitfireclubcrossways@outlook.com

19 Mcky 97818 41173 Follow us on www.Facebook.com/spitfireclub1

v balance & confidence
+ mobility & flexibility
v strength & independence

2025 Poppy Appeal — a ‘thank you’ from RBL:

A grand total of £1,244.61 was collected in Warmwell,
West Knighton and Broadmayne, thanks to David Gerrard
(Warmwell) and Barbara Heal (Broadmayne & West
Knighton).

K you for your support

Barbara adds: Regrettably after collecting for 25 years in
Broadmayne and West Knighton, next year will be my last
year. If anyone is interested in volunteering, to continue

lﬂ with the Poppy Appeal collecting, would you please let
A 4 me know.

Broadmayne Short Mat Bowls Club meets BPFA LOTTERY
Fridays, 7pm-9pm in Broadmayne Village Hall. December 2025

We are a friendly group who bowl for the fun, the skill, | [ £25 T. Street
the exercise, and the company in warm surroundings. || £15 M. Compton
We would like to welcome some new members to joinus.|| 15 Rrop Hogben

We have the equipment, just bring totally flat indoor
shoes or socks and your enthusiasm. Eg \S/ I-\?;(ta'tsc’;cr)\n

Our experienced members will give you guidance. )
£5  Mike Carter

It's just £3 an evening plus a membership fee of £5.
First 2 sessions free. Broadmayne

Contact: Carrie 852285 Playing Fields £65

3
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I U R A S S I C The incredibly friendly

—— C OMPUTER RS S = computer people

Call Darrell Hounsome or Lee Thompson for
Jargon free, patient, friendly computer help for
home and business users.

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668

Repairs ® Servicing ® New PCs & Laptops e Training ® Virus Removal

Are you ready for a new PC or Laptop? If so, come and see us. We offer a complete service and will
guide you through the whole process. We can supply, update, set-up and then transfer your
documents/emails from your old system. We will give you the benefit of our combined 37 years
experience gained whilst working for Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.

Email: info@jurassic-computers.co.uk ~ Website: www.jurassic-computers.co.uk
PROSPECT HOUSE, PEVERELL AVENUE EAST, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER, DORSET DT1 3WE

MB BUILDERS

and General Maintenance

Extensions New Builds Patios Fencing

All aspects of building work undertaken

Telephone: Mobile:

01305852949 07818 068652

www.mbbuildersdorset.com
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BROADMAYNE / WEST KNIGHTON

_ Broadmayne and West
N \ Knighton Women’s Institute

Thursday 8th January at 7pm
Broadmayne Village Hall

NFWI Resolution Shortlist

1. Accessible public toilet facilities to promote

dignity, health and social inclusion

We will be discussing the 2026 WI | 2. Actiononwomen's homelessness
Resolutions and choosing which | 3 pyery child needs afriend
one we would like to support
Ladies interested in the W{lplease 4. Nearer toNature
come along and meet us or for more 5. Love your Vulva - Self-checking is your best
h WI information contact: )
ne E:mail bandwkwi@amail.com defence against vulval cancer

INSPIRING WOMEN

West Knighton Village Meeting

Tuesday 4 November 2025 - St Peters Church, West Knighton
Minutes of last meeting: Agreed; no matters arising.
Reports from: PCSO/Police — Appendix A; Herringston Estates — Appendix B; St
Peters Church — Appendix C; Broadmayne First School — Appendix D; West Knighton
village play park — Appendix E; Footpaths — Appendix F. Reports can be obtained by
email from westknightonvillage@gmail.com
Update on Neighbourhood Plan: The Neighbourhood Plan has been adopted by
Dorset Council.
Dorset Local Plan is now a concern for many residents, a response to their
consultation has been sent to Dorset Council by Knightsford Parish Council raising
their concerns. There will be no update on this plan until next year.
Any other business: (i) Herringston Estates have kindly agreed, in principle, to the siting
of a bench on their land, it is therefore proposed that a bench be sited at the top of the
footpath to the rear of Gabriel Cottages near the pony paddocks. If any residents have
any feedback or would like to suggest an alternative location for consideration please
let us know. (ii) A resident raised concerns that the 3G network would be stopping in
the near future. his would cause communication issues due to the rural nature of our
village. This will be raised at the next Knightsford Parish Council meeting to ascertain if
they or Dorset Council are able to take any remedial action.
Update: KPC made aware on 5 November. In addition to Councillor Tarr being made
aware this email was received from KPC Clerk: Digital Dorset Team works with
Streetwave to map mobile coverage across the region using their Mobile Coverage
Checker. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/mobile-connectivity-and-coverage
https://app.streetwave.co/coverage-checker/dorset-council
Contact Dorset Council Customer Services Phone: 01305 221000
e If you are struggling with mobile devices or digital access, Dorset Council offers help
through Digital Champions. Call the Dorset Digital Hotline at 01305 221048 for
support with mobile phones, tablets, and digital literacy.

m 10.30-11.30am
Q} COﬁ,ee & Compan_y Tuesdays 6th & 20th January

Knightsford Parish Council Meeting Dates i.
Wednesday 14th January 7.30pm, New Inn, West Knighton Qalip
Wednesday 11th February 7.30pm, West Stafford Village Hall oy
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mailto:bandwkwi@gmail.com

Karndean

Designflooring

The
Carpet Company

THE FLOORING EXPERTS

Find Out More Click Here
www.thecarpet company.co.uk

Visit us at: Visit us at:
H Pouncy Hall, Liscombe Street, . 7A Littlemoor Road,
K i d Poundbury, Dorchester amt!fg Chalbury Corner, Preston,
Tnepire | DT13DF "™ Weymouth DT3 6LA
01305 261886 01305 760908
'«ﬂco"
°
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BROADMAYNE

BROADMAYNE WEATHER REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2025 by Ted Byrne

From the weather station situated at 23 Watergates Lane
The beginning of November brought a very mild start to the last month of the
Autumn, with temperatures hardly dropping below 10°C. Temperatures in the
country overall were also widely above average. We had quite a few days when the
thermometer reached around the 15°C mark and on the warmest, the 13th, it got up
to 17.5°C. The second half of the month was quite a bit cooler and on a few nights
we got some hard frosts. The minimum went as low as —3°C on the 26th, a marked
contrast to the minimum of 13.6°C we had on the 4th.

November, with the help of storm Claudia, was for us, in line with the rest of England
and Wales, a wet month with 18 days of rain. The 147mm that fell made it the
second wettest of the year, beaten by a small margin only by January. We do often
have very wet Novembers, in fact, the average November rainfall of 158mm over the
past five years makes it the wettest month of the year for us during that period.

What about the wind? Well, | have been asked about the accuracy of the wind speed
data shown on my www.watergatesweather.co.uk website. The answer is that |
believe the data to be accurate for the site where the weather station is located, but
one has to bear in mind that my garden is a sheltered location and the wind speeds
the station indicates reflect that. The maximum wind speed | recorded was for
example just 14.7mph on the 27th. It is because of the fact that the wind speeds |
record are not very representative that | don’t normally provide the data in this report.

Maximum temperature: 17.5°C on the 13th Minimum temperature —3°C on the 26th
Wettest day: 25mm on the 22nd Days with rainfall (0.5mm or more): 18
Total rainfall for the month: 147mm Total rainfall for the year to date: 829mm

More details are available in real time on www.watergatesweather.co.uk. You will
see temperatures in degrees Fahrenheit. If you would prefer centigrade click on the
settings button at the top right hand corner of the screen and select °C.

BROADMAYNE, BUMPS, BABIES AND BEYOND!
Happg New Year to you all. We hope that you have had an enjoyable
Christmas and look forward to meeting up with you all again.
If you are new to the village or at home with little ones for the first time, here is
some information about the group. We meet in St. Martin’s Community Hall (next
to the Church) at 20am on Monday mornings during term time. The group is for
angone at home looking after the under 5s. We have parents, grandparents and

childminders who come along with their little ones. There are toys to play with,
snacks for the children, tea/coffee for the adults and most importantly a friendly
welcome and a listening ear. All this for just £2 per family.
We shall start our new term on Monday 12th January.
If you would like to know more about the group why not come along to one of
our sessions or ring one of the numbers below. We look forward to seeing you.
Carol 854385, Leri 07879 405698; Pam 852648

CHAPEL CAFE || Warm Welcome Wednesdays

Run by the Methodist Church for ) . _ .
the benefit of the community If you didn’t come before, you missed out on:

Filter coffee ~ Teas Good company, a free hot drink and biscuits
&) Biscuits ~ Toasted teacakes o

Fridays 10 am - 12 noon

Do come along and encourage your friends and neighbours to join us

g WEDNESDAY mornings S
at the MethOd'St Church Broadmayne Village Hall
Walkers, dogs & children welcome 10am - 12 noon
<¥RCo,
«
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https://www.thecarpetcompany.co.uk/?utm_source=compass-magazine&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=2025

www.kapwoodworkandbuilding.co.uk

We deliver top-quality building work across Dorset with decades of expertise
and a personal touch. Based in Dorchester, our family-run business offers
exceptional craftsmanship and competitive pricing, ensuring your project

exceeds expectations.

Garage Conversions
- Carpentry and Woodwork (inside & out)

QQ: Garden Design and Landscaping

(IN0E00

Garden Rooms

Contact us

[] mark.storey16@gmail.com - 07971853891

\

A

GET A CLEAN SWEEP /2=

Service covers all aspects of chimney
care from regular maintenance to

SO@T sweeping, camera inspections and
S@l@ti@ﬂg testing.

Whether an Open Fire, Wood Burner,

@himn@y Multi Fuel Stove, AGA or problems
with bird nests or need cowl fitting
SEMVICES

Contact Ben on:

07922 567232
FEDERATION OF

ZBR|TISH or
CHIMNEY

ANNSWEEPS

soot-solutions@outlook.com

3
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BROADMAYNE

BROADMAYNE PARISH COUNCIL - notes from the December 2025 meeting

Public participation A member of the public had contacted Dorset Council regarding the
removal of the bridge on the public right of way between Washponds and West Knighton
but had not yet received a reply. It was noted that this bridge forms part of the Jubilee
Trail, a public footpath, and the historic church footpath used regularly by many residents.
Without the bridge, the crossing is difficult. This matter was first brought to the Council’s
attention at the November Council meeting and was raised with the relevant officers
immediately afterwards.

Planning and Tree Matters Updates on previous applications (i) P/RES/2025/02270 Land
Adjacent Broadmead Broadmayne. Amended Plans following the grant of outline planning
permission P/OUT/2021/05309. The DC Planning Portal shows that this application has still
not yet been determined. The plans and layout for the SANG were discussed. Concerns
were raised regarding accessibility, particularly the reliance on a solely mown path. The
Parish Council members wondered whether this may constitute a breach of the Disability
Discrimination Act (DDA). The Parish Clerk is to query whether the proposed access
arrangements comply with DDA requirements.

Reports from Representatives Dorset Council Ward Member: (i) Dorset Clir Roland Tarr
reported on recent developments concerning matters raised by local residents around
Knighton Lane. A site visit has taken place and discussions were held with the occupant
who is taking steps to address concerns raised regarding noise, fencing, and lighting. Clir
Tarr reported that the occupant advised that he has been liaising with neighbouring
landowners — with no issues known at this time. A planning application in respect of the
site is expected in early spring. Highways matters related to this site will be coordinated
through the Planning Department. (ii) A brief mention was also given on the wider
direction of devolution and its possible implications for Dorset parishes. Playing fields: Clir
Ellis reported that the BPFA held their AGM on 21 November 2025. The Committee and
Officers were elected at the meeting including a new Treasurer who presented the BPFA
accounts for the year to October 2025. In addition to carrying out or organising
maintenance where required, Committee members have also undertaken weekly safety
inspections throughout the year, working to a 38-point checklist. The next meeting will be
held on 26 February 2026. Village hall: It was noted that the PV panels are now
commissioned and functional. The sound system is expected to be commissioned by mid-
December. Broadmayne Community Speedwatch: Clir Byrne reported that little
happened in November due to the weather. Only one session took place and the
maximum speed was 43 mph.

Financial Matters A grant request for £225 to support Warm Welcome Wednesdays
during the coming winter period was considered. The Council noted that this is a positive
activity and a worthwhile initiative to support. The grant request was approved.

Other Reports (i) Allotments: Over the past month there have been no new additions to
the waiting list — so there are still four people actively waiting for a plot. AG Trees have
been approached about carrying out a survey of the condition of the trees at the
allotments and to comment on the possible work to the large multi stemmed Ash tree
halfway along to the roadside hedge. They have advised that the main survey should be
done when the trees are in full leaf, and so this will be done in late spring/early summer
2026. However, in the meantime, they will visit to do a short interim check in the next few
weeks. They will comment on the feasibility of the work to the multi stemmed Ash tree
within the roadside hedge as part of this interim check. (ii) Condition of footpaths/
bridleways: The Parish Council’s Rights of Way Liaison Officer, Dr Janet Davis, has been
made aware of the missing bridge on the right of way between Washponds and West
Knighton. It is not within Broadmayne Parish, but the matter has also been taken up with
the relevant DC Ranger, Mr Russell Goff. (iii) Road works: There have been no new road
works communications from DC Highways this month. The temporary closure of the A353
at Poxwell in January 2026 will bring more traffic through Broadmayne as part of the p
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TOUT PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE
FAST SAME DAY SERVICE

SALES AND REPAIRS °
TV & SMAR . EXPERTS IN DIGITAL TV
HOME CENTRE TO ALL MAKESOF TV, . STANDARD REPAIR CHARGES

P o193 AERIALS, SATELLITES ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Smartser®®™ & RECORDERS

TEL: (01305) 785017

FRIENDLY HELPFUL ENGINEERS
WWW. TOUTSOFWEYMOUTH.CO.UK

* Power or manual sweep
& HEPA filtered vacuum

* CCTV inspection
* Bird nest removal
* Certificate issued with every sweep

You can find me on...

M Yellcom. GOOQ|€

L 8.8 8 8 ¢ L 8 8 8 & 4

www.quality-sweep.co.uk

BROADMAYNE

<« diversion route. (iv) Clir Evans advised that he had reported to DC Highways a damaged
directional sign on the road to Weymouth.

Next meeting The next meeting will take place on Monday 5t January 2026 in the
Methodist Church Hall, unless otherwise advised. Parishioners are always welcome to
attend and speak at council meetings during ‘public participation’. Agendas are posted on
the village notice boards and the website approximately a week before the meeting. For
the full minutes please see the website www.broadmayne.org

Three Hundred or more Angels!
Over four days in late November the Christmas story was told through five appearances
of angels starting with Angel Gabriel appearing to Zechariah and ending with an angel
appearing to Joseph in a dream telling him to escape to Egypt with Mary and Jesus.

Those visiting were able to follow the =
story, read the relevant bible
passages and see the display of over
300 Angels. For First School visits
church members were there to relate
the story in an exciting and |5
appropriate way for each age group.

All those visiting were given the opportunlty
to take home a booklet showing artwork of

SOUTHWEST (l

WOODBURNERS

Warming
Hearts
& Homes . .

° and talk to our friendly team.
HETAS S!n * Fully Ipsured, qualified HETA§ installers.
» FREE site surveys and quotations - Call Now!

www.southwestwoodburners.co.uk

Unit 5 Lambing Sheds, llsington Farm,
Tincleton, Dorchester, DT2 8QW Wlip!us copperkickbacks

01305 542 091

Supply and Installation of Woodburning and
Multifuel stoves across Dorset, Devon and
Somerset.

all  the appearances together with
instructions and materials to make their own
manuscript angel. There was no entry fee
but visitors could donate money or Christmas
treats for the Dorchester Food Bank.

<E® CO,’
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Caring for St Martin’s Churchyard — An end of year update

Back in the summer a group of volunteers from Broadmayne started a long-term
project to improve, and then maintain, the Churchyard for the benefit of locals and
visitors alike. The overall aim is to ensure that the area remains a pleasant place for
remembrance and reflection. Meeting on the last Saturday of the month from 1000
to 1200 (with a break for refreshments) an average of 12 enthusiastic amateurs
have already made a significant difference which has attracted unsolicited praise
from many users of the space — it is amazing what can be achieved in 2 hours/month
with willing volunteers!

Building on the efforts of previous working groups the initial objective was to uncover
the many gravestones that were hidden deep within the overgrown coppices and clear
the ivy/weeds from those stones already standing clear. The first part was finally
achieved in December; the second part is proving more elusive but is well on the way
to looking better. To that end, every bit of help is very welcome in the group sessions
or on an opportunity basis by individuals at a time of their choosing; a list of tasks can
be found in a green folder located in the Church Porch. Bob Holmes would be very
happy to provide any further information and can be contacted on 07866 278368.

Reverend David would like to thank all the volunteers who have freely given their
time, the refreshment team who have provided the hot drinks and biscuits and, last
but definitely not least, Alan Goldstone and his team for disposing of the plethora of
grab bags that the volunteers (over)fill each month!
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http://www.broadmayne.org

JIM BAGGLEY BUILDING
SERVICES LIMITED

Extensions
Alterations
Loft conversions
Cut roofs
General building
All carpentry works/doors/windows
Replacement slate/tile roofs
Velux windows

FMB member

Jim Baggley
Tel: 01305 852311

BROADMAYNE

BURRQW <

Wastewater Treatment Plant Installations for Owners of Septic Tanks

Septic Tank Owner?

New laws mean that you may need to update your system to a
wastewater treatment plant to stop your septic tank
polluting the environment.

Please contact us to arrange a free assessment visit.

01935 507 508
burrow-environmental.com
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BROADMAYNE FIRST SCHOOL

At school we continue to “Fly High” with our learning, and this term has been full of

exciting opportunities across the year groups:

e Reception have been focusing on learning their sounds and have produced some
excellent writing.

e Year 1 have been exploring the Arctic and asking the big question: can polar bears
and penguins be friends?

e Year 2 have been learning how to reduce, reuse, and recycle, thinking carefully
about how to care for our planet.

e Year 3 have been working with Mr Senior to improve their football skills.

e Year 4 have been studying the water cycle and writing persuasive letters to Mrs
Jordan-Gill, explaining why rain isn’t boring but essential!

We also enjoyed walking to the Methodist Church in the village to visit the Angel

Festival. It was a joy to see all of the angels we had made displayed around the

church. A huge thank you to the wonderful volunteers who helped provide such a

special time for our children.

Preparations are well underway for our Christmas production of The Fleece Force.
The children have collaborated brilliantly and are already bringing festive spirit into
school. As a celebration after our own show, we are looking forward to watching the
Rick Whittington pantomime together.

We are also very grateful to FABS, who have generously gifted our children a new music
garden and activity panels. It has been wonderful to see the children taking turns with
the games, thinking strategically, and listening to beautiful music being played.

Finally, at the end of this term we will say a fond farewell to Mrs Foyle, who has
worked at our school for over 20 years. She has been the heart and soul of our
community, and we will miss her very much. | would like to take this opportunity to
thank her for her invaluable and loyal service to our school. It truly won’t be the
same without her.

As the term draws to a close, we wish all our families, friends, and neighbours a joyful
Christmas filled with peace, laughter, and togetherness. May the New Year bring
fresh opportunities to fly high once again!

% PILATES

#0 ,OADMAY);,.
PPN GILLAG &
HALL

#T, MIXED
AT ABILITY
'
v oRIDAYg
;» 9.30AM
) PAY AS YOU GO

/TEL:07789991424

- shirleysmithpilates
((gaol.com
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SATURDAYS 8.30AM - 9.30AM
ST MARTINS COMMUNITY HALL

I

YOGA CLASS

BROADMAYNE

MIXED ABILITY CLASS
BRING OWN MAT
PAY WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

07902 528895

COFFEE SHOP
10.30 - 12
in STMARTIN’S
COMMUNITY HALL

Tuesdays
13th & 27th January

Come along for coffee, tea
and biscuits while enjoying
a friendly chat. Put the
dates in your diary or on
your calendar and pass the
message around to friends
and neighbours. Everyone
is welcome so do join us.
We look forward to seeing
you.
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N
Bring your
We specialise in a range of domestic & commercial furniture
repairs and restoration, including:

* Wood refinishing

* Leather repairs

» French polishing

* Antique restoration
+ Framework repairs
* Recaning

Furniture Medic
01305 266491
office@servicemasterdorset.co.uk
www.furnituremedic.co.uk

“

ServiceMASTER
Clean

The UK’s Largest Cleaning Company...

With over 20 year's local knowledge and experience, we specialise
in cleaning both residential & commercial carpets & upholstery

« Carpets & Rugs

« Upholstery

* Wood Floors

* Vinyl & Hard Floors
+ Stain Protection

* Odour Removal

* Amtico flooring

* Burn Re-Weaving & Re-Tufting

ServiceMaster Clean

01305 266491

office@servicemasterdorset.co.uk
www.servicemasterclean.co.uk

OWERMOIGNE

INTCRIOR TAILOR

205 > S
BeSPOKE UPCYCLED RURNISHINGS

K

l Furniture, Homeware, Décor

Bespoke Designs, Soft Furnishings

Cheese/Nibble/Butter/Platter/Pizza Boards

T

"y

Ve

All Created in Our Dorchester Workshop by Our Amazing Team

Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, DT1 1ST

01305 234310

www.interiortailors.co.uk
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Owermoigne Village Hall

Coming events:

. Villaiée Market
NB: No Village Market in January - next
Market held on 14 February.

e Pantomime. “Mother Turkey and Her
Three Kittens”
Owermoigne Pantomime on 13th and
14th February. Get your tickets now!
Please contact Phil Scullon 07786 191828
And our regular events are:
Village coffee mornings, 22 January
In January we meet on the fourth Tuesday
so come along between 10.30am and 12
noon to receive a warm welcome. We have
shelves full of books for you to borrow and
you can also get help with any digital issues
you may have. We'll be pleased to see you .
Group guitar lessons
Wednesdays, 7-8pm. Contact Nick for more
info at nickandjudy@hotmail.com
Owermoigne painters
Our friendly painting group welcomes new
members V\;lelzneet e\%e%ry ngay 10am-12
noon, except the last Friday of the month.
Contact nigel_baker@icloud.com
Short mat bowls
The Short Mat Bowls Club usually meets on

the first and third Saturdays from 10am till
12 noon. We welcome new members so
contact Rob Burgess on 07836 386088 if
you're interested in learning a new game.

Table tennis every Thursday

Table tennis at 10am. Come along to join in
or call Margo on 07887 685199.

Dog Training Club

Peter Gibbins runs a number of classes on

Thursday evenings from 6.30pm. Call him
to check availability on 01305 602883.

The Village Hall also hosts a wide variety of
clubs anf societies and everyone is
welcome. Please see the separate adverts for
Owermoigne Flower Club, Pilates classes
with Deni and Yo§a classes with Kaly.
Owermoigne Craft Group is not meeting in
January.

You can see event bookings online at
https:/ /owermoignedorset.com/ calendar

Contact Margaret Burgess on 01305 854695
to book the hall or send an e-mail to her at
crozlemargaret1950@gmail.com

You can find the Villagk Facebook page at
https:/ /www.facebook.com/ groups§
owermoigne/

Owermoigne craft group
There will be no craft group in

January. Jenny

YOGA WITH KALY
Owermoigne Village Hall
Pollards Lane,
Owermoigne
DT2 8XD
Mondays 6 - 7pm Vinyasa Flow

Private one-one sessions

Yoga classes for all levels.
Whether you're a beginner or looking to
deepen your practice.
Contact to book your place
Email: kalyninamoran@yahoo.com
Mobile; 07971 198545

OWERMOIGNE FLOWER CLUB

Members went home with some super Christmas
door hangings from our workshop afternoon. We
also enjoyed time to chat whilst savouring the
lovely bites everyone provided with our tea.

On 20th January it’s our AGM. The AGM doesn't
usually last long and then 3 club members will
take on Ready Steady Flower Arrange which is

always good fun.

January is the best time to join the club. We have
an exciting programme for next year with a mix
of demonstrations and workshops. Members also
receive all the benefits of belonging to NAFAS and
our active club, including discount vouchers, of
the Gardens Group Gold Club and lots of lovely
opportunities to show off their skills with flowers
including decorating Max Gate for Spring and
Autumn again. Come and join us, you'll get a

friendly welcome.

We meet at Owermoigne Village Hall at 2pm on
the 3rd Tuesday of each month. For further
information contact Secretary Chris Davies 01305

789939.
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OWERMOIGNE

An Afternoon of Adventure — Talk at Owermoigne Village Hall
Saturday 10th January | 3pm - 5pm
Tickets: £5 on the door (includes tea/coffee & cake)

Come along for an inspiring afternoon as 58-year-old Tracey — mum of three, grandma
of nine — shares the extraordinary story of her 10,000-mile¥1ike around the UK and the
Republic of Ireland.

Carrying a 23kg backpack and sleeping under the stars in her trusty Big Agnes tent,
Aggie, Tracey spent years wild camping, fundraising for the RNLI, and meeting
unforgettable characters along the coastline. Hear her remarkable tales of resilience,
kindness, adventure, and the healing power of the great outdoors.

Warm drinks, homemade cake, and a heart-warming community afternoon included.
Everyone welcome!

Come be inspired — and maybe even discover the adventurer in yourself!

POETRY EXTRA! Tracey, who is giving the talk above, has provided this poem.....
SAFARIL... A journey
Safari, in Swahili, is a journey, something What you have given to those that matter,

each of us is taking, The banquet of life laid out on that platter,
Following paths and directions, For you to devour to eat up and get full,
With future plans in the making, Knowing deep down there’s one golden
The main journey of all is the journey of rule,
living, Live life like you were dying and don’t live
This beautiful life that we have been given, with regrets,
So explore all you can and bathe in life’s Make sure you're the person they won’t
beauty, forget,
Don’t make it just about schedules and For all that you’ve given, not for recognition
duty, or glory,
Plan moments of fun and days of pleasure  You gave from your heart and in your life
Make special memories you can treasure, story
Hang out with loved ones, swim in the sea, Was laughter and strength and wind in your
Picnics and walks be happy and free, hair,
Because it’s not the date you are born or Rain on your face completely aware
the date that you die, Of this gift you were given, not in ribbons
It’s the dash in the middle that matters... and bows,
and why? The good, the bad, the highs and lows,
Why because the dash is all you did in But with every breath you were able to say,
between, | gave it my all on life’s journey today.
The things you have done and things you
have seen, Tracey Hannam

The last meeting of the Owermoigne Photography Group in 2025, included a talk on
using flashguns in daylight by John Fanning, a presentation of prints produced by Phil
Mann and Christmas nibbles. We also welcomed two new members, Ross and Sean.

Our next meeting will be on Monday 12th January. Contact
Neillegg1410@gmail.com for more information.

PILATES CLASSES with Denise Bowditch in Owermoigne Village Hall
Mondaﬁ 11am Multi Level Tuesdays 6 pm Multi Level
ednesdays 10am Beginners/No Rush, no pressure
Mondays 9am on Zoom Virtual Pilates
For more details of the classes and to book your place, please contact me
07714 836850 or email denbowditch@aol.com
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GREGORYS

GROUNDWORKS

COMMERCIAL &
AGRICULTURAL

PHONE: 01305 236146

OVERSITES & DRAINAGE We offer a complete service above and below
CIVIL ENGINEERING ground, from conception to planning to completion.
COMMERCIAL TENDERS

equesTRin Grounoworks  WWW.GREGORYSGROUNDWORKS.CO.UK
TREE SHEARING
SCREENING & CRUSHING 0 1 305 236 1 46

The George Albert Hotel

YOUR EVENT, OUR VENUE

tailor-made for you

01935 483430 https://gahotel.co.uk/ enquiriesagahotel.co.uk

Wardon Hill, Evershot Nr. Dorchester Dorset DT2 9PW
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OWERMOIGNE

Owermoigne Cricket and Social Club

A very Happy and Healthy New Year to all the current members, and hopefully new.
Thank you for your support during 2025.

Forthcoming Events for January:
» Thursday, 15th January — Fish & Chips Supper, followed by Col’'s Quiz
» Friday, 30th January — The first Meat Raffle of the year

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Thursday, 9th April. Whilst we have
a Committee that works hard to run the Club and provide you with a wide range of
events and entertainment, each one of us expects — at different points in the future — to
pass our respective role-batons on to others who may want to take on the challenge. If
you have thought about helping our community, but aren’t sure in what capacity, then
why not consider a committee role? Fresh people bring fresh ideas and if you think that
you might want to get involved — whether it be as Club Chair, Treasurer, Secretary,
Entertainments Member, Facilities, or just in a general capacity — then get in touch with
the current Committee via caroline.owermoignecc@gmail.com and register your interest.
You can come along and meet the Committee, see how it all works and find out if it's for
you, with absolutely no obligation!

Keep your eyes peeled for posters and emails with details of all our forthcoming events!
Caroline Holmes, OC&SC Secretary

LIFE IN THE 21st CENTURY

Our long love affair with coffee

London’s first coffee house opened in 1652, using beans imported from modern-day
Yemen. Although many in Cromwell’s Britain had doubts about this new drink, others
welcomed its reviving effects — and asked for another cup.

Nearly 400 years on, coffee drinking in Britain is a vast industry. We drink 98 million
cups of it every day. Even though a takeaway flat white can now cost you more than
£5 in London, still coffee has become a daily necessity for millions of us. And perhaps
we can now better appreciate why this should be so.

Coffee keeps us awake. This is because when caffeine accesses the brain, it actively
blocks our adenosine-producing receptors, which run our sleep-promoting system.
Coffee makes us alert. The caffeine drives our brain towards a more excited state
which allows us to process information faster.

Coffee can also improve our mood, especially during the winter, when the loss of
daylight acts as a depressant.

And although too much coffee can make us jittery and even prone to heart
palpitations, there is ever growing evidence among neuroscientists that coffee can
even help to lower our risk of neurodegenerative diseases such as Parkinson’s and
Alzheimer’s.

but......Be smart — don’t keep up appearances

If you are struggling with money as the New Year begins, you are not alone. Too
many of us are using our credit cards as almost permanent extensions of our bank
account, instead of as highly expensive loans.

So, this year, think about how just small changes could help you. For example, simply
deciding to take your own sandwiches, and skipping lunch and coffee ‘out’ could save
you £25 a week — that is £100 a month, or £1,200 a year — enough to pay off a big
chunk of your heating bills.
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AG Tree Ser'\;l'c'es LT

Tree Surgery and Consultancy

» All aspects of tree surgery - pruning, felling, dismantling etc
+ Stump removal ¢ Hedge trimming and removals + Tree & hedge planting
* Tree Preservation Order & Conservation Area planning applications

* Consultancy - advice, surveys, inspections, plans and reports

Quotes: 07444 659058 Tel: 01305 246573 / 07403 944331

Email: agtreeservices@hotmail.co.uk

Website: www.agtreeservices.co.uk

All staff fully qualified Seasoned firewood
and insured logs and kindling

FUNERAL SERVICE

Professional Animal Services Y&/ '(-/."':/ t'//{(' d'('/f’/"/,’('/.//f"(.//’ SHCE /L\r L\

O:C kal ty WOODS & TAPPER

Qualified veterinary nurse We f,)ner_a compreljenswe. range of
services from practical assistance

Off(?rs yo_u a bespoke pet in arranging a funeral through to
service tailored to meet all sympathetic advice and expert support. _g
your individual needs

Doggie Day Car e Funeral Directors:
Dog Boarding gl
Equine & small holding visits - Becci Wiles
Home visits - Harry Godden

6 Albert Road,

Contact Gill 07791 567944 || Dorchester, Dorset DT1 15F
Eoall #ils @ockal tv.co.uk www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

Website www.ockalty.co.uk 01305 250425

Woods Funeral Services is part of Tapper Funeral Service.
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WISE MEN FROM THE EAST &

The Wise Men came
from a land far away, 4:(
they had seen a star Z}
that shone brighter than day.

ildren’s page the star was a sign
of the birth of a king,

; so they followed that star
DIDYOUIHOW: b i pay homage to him.
Stars shine different
colours, the colour we They found him in Bethlehem
see depends on the as the prophets fortold,
temperature of the star. they gave him three gifts: &
The hottest stars shine

blueish-white, then myrrh, frankincense and gold.

yellowish-white, X3 | The star led to Jesus
yellow, orange and the our saviour and king,
coolest stars shine red. S -
let us join with the Wise Men
and go worship Him!

&

>

Read the story
of the Wise Men in
Matthew 2:1-12

Can you find
these words in
the word search?

E_

SH—-—un-<nN<

JOURNEY « BETHLEHEM
VISIT « JESUS  MESSIAH
CHRIST « KING
GIFTS « GOLD - MYRRH
FRANKINCENSE
X> WORSHIP - JOY

EPIPHANY

HEMJO
KINOW
HANYO
|l AHGR
NCENS
MY RRH
|l GNB |
I STCP
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MATTHEW LUCAS

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

A family business providing

a Dignified Professional and

Cm‘ing 24 hour service

I Q ’/Dlgrﬂhed Professional Caring

Down House, Widcombe Street, Poundbury, Dorchester DT1 3BS

) Golden Charter * 01305 753533

www.dorchesterfunerals.com

KNIGHTON
4 Plumbing & Heating
Daniel Dorton. b Glebe Way, West Knighton
Tel: 01305 853833, Mab: 07837 634921

All aspects of plumbing work from a dripping tap

to a full gas central heating installation
Fully qualified, fully insured, all work guaranteed, references available
High quality work at competitive rates, local plumbing competition winner
24 hour call out with no call out fee, free quotes

10% discount on labour for DAP's

“Right first time " "/ R ‘ S

“Installing quality inta your home”
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PUZZLES — 1

WORDSEARCH Find all the words in bold in the grid below

Epipnany e || ETNE | CNAOMMB
ﬂizé?mgt?ﬁ:x NNTRRLOBMYSOA
fﬁélsn;hne]go‘]lc\llaangi', I I C H A L L E N G E D E
ggsc‘:ti:?rto%riestly L R l S S D L O G P P S I
Do ton GO Y TACINTE I ]
tshe\%se ;[rgaartlat |\':vaesrgr I A N L H C I T R W P WW
Conrae o e oy o @ TV L & HED
itgegrs%irfrtlf)zlgfld C R O P L S I I W O A M R
x:asaciﬁ'lmiﬁzgnse E R T A A A E S F L N D L
isasKr_ﬁbolgf N Y B E B R E I T I Y H D
sacrificeand [SMV | S 1 THRFCCG
ofneaing—and |[E EAWORSH I P EM
Josus chatlengsd| ENS P 1 | AECMAG |
and set aright the
way in which the world handled all three of these things.
Easy SUDOKU Medium SUDOKU
3 9 8 2 6 9
2/6| [7/4] |9| |[1]5] |9]8] | |
7 6 8 o} 6|5 8
7|2 5 643 9
8 3 4 ||
7 115 7 8|31
3 7 1115 3|2 9
7| [1/4] |86 ' 49| |56
1 5 4 9 2 3
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CARPET SPECIALISTS STEVE LUCAS & SON

PUZZLES — 2

SUPPLIER & INSTALLERS OF CALL
CARPETS 01305 851580
VINYLS 07976377359
LAMINATE )
KARDEAN HOME SELECTION SERVICE _,

::(':AARP'ET SPECIALISTS,

r & Inst ! .
A Y
PRI YAt g

Supplie ;
Garpers VN
013057851
07976 37735

S COUNTY TOWN

q FENCING & LANDSCAPE CENTRE

WHATEVER THE JOB, WE HAVE IT COVERED

HUGE SELECTIONS OF HIGH QUALITY LANDSCAPING MATERIALS IN STOCK

SAND & GRAVEL - DECORATIVE STONE
PAVING - FENCING
SOILS, COMPOST & BARKS -
LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES - DECKING
HAULAGE & GRAB LORRY HIRE

ORDER ONLINE: WWW.COUNTYTOWNAGGREGATES.CO.UK
Unit 4, Enterprise Park, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 7UA - 01305 858805
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WORD LINKS CROSS WOOD MULTI
Find the 3-letter word that LINE GOOD LEG
connects the three words CAKE TEA FINAL
on each line. For FOLD BIT ABLE
example, POT, MAR and
SOLDIER are all linked MENKEY WING CRACKER
by the word TIN, making TOP OVER DOG
TINPOT, MARTIN and ROUGH BED LEVEL
TIN SOLDIER. RUN DOCK DRIP
Pqt the link word in the RAMP POP WORK
grid, and then rearrange RRD e SEAL
the shaded letters to find
something that is often WINNING ouT ON
said in January (four BLACK DOG INSIDE
words). MAN LIST PARADE

LAST MONTH'S PUZZLES ANSWERS
s1314[s12[1]8]517] <« » & 5 [EPIsp]ule]¥]rulofvIu]rTe[sTRTA- H
271559346EP(:}:)§I-GHMGU N[rRIn[HT|L[V[A]E[v]e]r
5ss743|92a‘.?:ggNereoiwaaowreewv+uo
5972165343Hgﬁl»GH'F?TI'I()SHPYNI'TVOV
1/4|5|3/9|/7]2/6 '8 F-QE»!HDEVHHG!»E’ E{H|UlO{WIU [F ||
6/2[s]als/8]ol7]1 | 2o [mfafsirlolefn|ufpfofi[ofr[T[L]{af{n]ofi [N
759152433338’% S|Y|E|H|L|O[H|[R L |R|S[D[Efs{ofn]Y
318974625UE§o Hlolu[E|R [W[AlY E[E|N|S|A]Y
46/28 3/s[71/:] D R &2 [BfefT[efo[T[s]0 [om|vfel[rofe]T
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ECO TIPS OF THE MONTH

Christmas Trees. If you bought a real tree that had been cut down, make sure you
recycle it after Christmas. Cut it up and put it in your garden bin, or lots of charities
will collect whole trees for a fee.

Christmas lights. Recycle broken or damaged Christmas lights — wires and bulbs can
be recycled at the tip and batteries in your kerbside boxes.

Worapping paper. Remove bows and ribbons before recycling. Do not recycle any
glittery or metallic wrapping if you can’t tear it, or can’t crumple it so it stays crumpled.
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elite

Dorset

Do you suffer

discomfort from:

Nail Cutting
(including diabetic feet)

Corns

Callus

Athletes Foot
Ingrowing Toe Nails
Thickened Nails
Fungal Nails
Cracked Heels
Hard Skin Removal
Verruca

Book your home
appointment
TODAY!

07795 977648

susannah@elitefootcare.co.uk
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Susannah DuValle SAC DIP RFHP

mobile
foot health
practitioner
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY

It was....

250 years ago, on 1st January 1776 that, according to tradition, George Washington
raised the first American flag, the Grand Union Flag, at Prospect Hill in Charleston,
Somerville, Massachusetts; and on 24th January 1776 that E T A Hoffmann, German
fantasy/Gothic horror writer, composer, artist and judge was born: Offenbach’s
opera The Tales of Hoffman is based on his stories, and Tchaikovsky’s ballet The
Nutcracker is also based on one of his stories.

200 years ago, on 30th January 1826 that the Menai Suspension Bridge was first
opened: it links the island of Anglesey to mainland Wales, and was the world’s first
major suspension bridge (see p41).

175 years ago, on 7th January 1851 that French physicist Leon Foucault set up the
first Foucault pendulum in the cellar of his home, to demonstrate the rotation of the
earth, and on 31st March he created his most famous pendulum, hanging a 28-
kilogram (62-pound) lead weight from a 67-metre (220 foot) wire from the dome of
the Pantheon in Paris.

150 years ago, on 12th January 1876 that Jack London, American novelist and
journalist was born: best known for his novels The Call of the Wild and White Fang.
125 years ago, on 1st January 1901 that the Commonwealth of Australia was
established when the six British colonies of New South Wales, Northern Territory,
Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia were federated (see
p40); and on 22nd January 1901 that Queen Victoria died, and was succeeded by
her son, Edward VII; and on 27th January 1901 that Giuseppe Verdi, Italian
composer died: best known for his operas Aida, Requiem, Otello and Falstaff.

100 years ago, on 13th January 1926 that Michael Bond, children’s writer, was born:
he created the characters Paddington Bear and Monsieur Pamplemousse (see p39);
and on 14th January 1926 that Warren Mitchell, radio, TV, stage and film actor was
born: best known for his role as Alf Garnett in the TV sitcoms Till Death Us Do Part
and In Sickness and in Health; and on 26th January 1926 that Scottish engineer and
inventor John Logie Baird gave the first demonstration of his TV system to members
of the Royal Institution.

90 years ago, on 18th January 1936 that Rudyard Kipling, writer and poet, died, best
known for The Jungle Book, Kim, If, and many more: he was winner of the 1907
Nobel Prize for Literature; and 20th January 1936 that King George V died and was
succeeded by his son Edward VIII, who abdicated that December.

80 years ago, on 3rd January 1946 that Willam Joyce, Lord Haw-Haw, British fascist
politician died: he had broadcasted Nazi propaganda from Germany during WW2
and was later hanged for treason.

80 years ago, on 8th January 1946 that Elvis Presley received his first guitar on his
11th birthday: apparently, he would have preferred a bicycle; and on 10th January
1946 that the United Nations General Assembly convened for the first time, in
Westminster Central Hall, London.

75 years ago, on 9th January 1951 that the UN headquarters in New York City was
officially opened; and on 30th January 1951 that Ferdinand Porsche, Austrian
automotive engineer died: he designed the Volkswagen Beetle, the Tiger tank and
founded the Porsche sports car company.

70 years ago, on 8th January 1956 that five American evangelical Christian
missionaries were killed by members of the savage and isolated Huaorani tribe in
Ecuador: the missionaries were attempting to bring Christianity to the Huaorani
people, and had spent several months dropping gifts from an aeroplane and had p»
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www.gcsagri.co.uk

“Working Harder for the Countryside”
Unit | Wardon Hill Business Park
Dorchester Dorset DT2 9PW
tel. 01305 267151

Our Workshops and Parts Department are open:
Monday to Friday 08:00 to 17:00
Saturday 08:00 to 12:00
VISIT OUR STORE ~ USE OUR PARTS SALES VAN ~ VISIT MYCNHSTORE ONLINE

Workshop consumables ~ Clothing & Footwear
Oils & lubricants ~ CASE IH branded workwear
Filters & service kits ~ PTO guards < -

Workshop tools ~ Electric & standard fencing equipment
Welding consumables ~ Gate fittings ~ Compost

Hydraulic fittings ~ Draper Tools @ amazon prices

New and Used Machinery| Advanced Farming Systems | Service and Workshop
Parts and Accessories | Hydraulic Hoses

@S5 ZMANITOU SPOTTINGER
§)RSAGRI [E MHale ANrranzrs

RC,
(¥RCo,
Srdn2

3 6 Compass January 2026 $ (b °

°, d
t,,"\o

<« established a camp a few miles from the Huaorani settlements on 6th January, but
were all killed within two days; and on 31st January 1956 that AA Milne, writer, poet,
humourist and playwright died: best known for his stories about Winnie the Pooh.

65 years ago, on 20th January 1961 that John F Kennedy was inaugurated as the
35th President of the USA.

60 years ago, on 17th January 1966 that the album Sounds of Silence by Simon and
Garfunkel, was released.

50 years ago, on 12th January 1976 that Dame Agatha Christie, crime novelist, short
story writer and playwright died: best known for creating the character Hercule Poirot
and Miss Marple, and for the world’s longest running play, The Mousetrap (see p39).
40 years ago, on 28th January 1986 that the US space shuttle Challenger exploded
shortly after lift-off from Cape Canaveral, Florida: all seven astronauts were killed,
including the first teacher in space, Christa McAuliffe.

30 years ago, on 20th January 1996 that the first Palestinian general election chose
Yasser Arafat to be President of the Palestinian National Council in a landslide
victory; and on 22nd January 1996 that a mass grave was discovered near Brcko,
Bosnia, that contained the bodies of nearly 3,000 victims of Serb ethnic cleansing:
they had been killed in May-June 1992; and on 27th January 1996 that the first
Holocaust Remembrance Day was observed in Germany, and became International
Holocaust Remembrance Day in 2005 when it was adopted by the United Nations: it
marks the day (27th January 1945) that the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration/
death camp was liberated during WW?2.

25 years ago, on 12th January 2001 that Swedish football manager Sven Goran
Eriksson became the first non-Briton to coach the England national football team.

20 years ago, on 12th January 2006 that at least 346 people were killed in a
stampede during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mina, Saudi Arabia.

10 years ago, on 31st January 2016 that Terry Wogan, Irish radio and TV
broadcaster, died: known for his long-running BBC Radio 2 show, and for presenting
TV’'s Wogan, Blankety Blank, Come Dancing, Children in Need, and for his
commentaries on the Eurovision Song Contest.

SAINT OF THE MONTH

2nd January — Gregory of Nazianzus: the ‘Trinitarian Theologian’

The young Gregory had never intended to be a theologian. Far from it. Born in 329
into a wealthy Greek family in southwest Cappadocia, he had excelled in rhetoric and
philosophy in Caesarea, Alexandria and Athens, becoming a gifted scholar and orator.

Then disaster struck. While Gregory was on his way to Athens, a severe storm
nearly engulfed his ship. Amid the terror of the wind and waves, Gregory promised
God that if his life was spared, he would dedicate the rest of his life to the service of
Jesus Christ. It was not an easy promise to keep, as by nature Gregory preferred a
life of study and reflection. Instead, as a priest and then Bishop of Sasima in 372,
and Bishop of Constantinople in 380, he was plunged into the tumultuous church
politics of the time. His crowning moment came in 381, when he presided at the
opening of the Council of Constantinople.

But it was in his quiet times of study and writing that Gregory made his biggest
contribution to the early Church. For he expanded the idea that our salvation is a
progressive journey enabled by the Holy Spirit. Gregory is greatly honoured in both
Eastern and Western Christianity. He was one of the three ‘Cappadocian Fathers’,
who along with Gregory of Nyssa and Basil of Caesarea, developed the doctrine of
the Holy Spirit and the Trinity.
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Qucorforatnd

01305 751594 | 01305 264164
www.prelford.co.uk info@prelford.co.uk

The Upvc Repair Company

- Broken or Misted Sealed Units Replaced into Upvc
- Upve Door eI Window Repairs
- Hinges, Handles, Locks, Barrels
&l Rubber Gasket Replaced
- Upve Windows I Doors Refurbished

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975
Email:info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk,
www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk,

- No Call Out Charge -
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MISCELLANEOUS MUSINGS

Michael Bond, creator of Paddington Bear

It was 100 years ago, on 13th January 1926, that Michael Bond, the children’s
writer, was born. He has an assured place in any literary Hall of Fame, for he
created the characters Paddington Bear and Monsieur Pamplemousse.

Paddington Bear padded into Michael Bond’s life quite by accident. It was back in
1956 that Michael was on his way home from work at the BBC when he spied a
lonely looking teddy bear on the shelf in a shop window in London. On the spur of
the moment, Michael decided to take it home as a stocking filler for his wife.
Michael called the bear Paddington, because they lived near Paddington Station at
the time. Two years later, in 1958, while daydreaming over a typewriter and a blank
sheet of paper, Michael wondered what might happen if an unaccompanied bear
turned up at a railway station looking for a home. The rest is literary history.

His first book, A Bear Called Paddington, was written in ten days and published by
Collins in October of 1958. 28 more books followed, and in all more than 35 million
Paddington books have been sold worldwide, in more than 40 languages. More
than 27 million Paddington Bear soft toys have been sold, just since 2021. The films
alone have grossed more than $778 million.

Paddington made his most famous appearance at Buckingham Palace in 2022,
where he had tea with Queen Elizabeth Il on her Platinum Jubilee, and exchanged
tips with her about the best place to store marmalade sandwiches.

Bond was born in Newbury in 1926 and served with the RAF and army during WW2.
He started writing in 1945 while stationed in Cairo, and began his career at the BBC,
where he later worked on Blue Peter as a cameraman. He died in 2017, aged 91.

Remembering Agatha Christie

50 years ago, on 12th January 1976 that Dame Agatha Christie, crime novelist, short
story writer and playwright, died. Best known for creating the characters Hercule
Poirot and Miss Marple, and for the world’s longest running play, The Mousetrap.

Agatha Christie was born in Torquay in 1890, the daughter of wealthy parents. In
1914 she married Archibald Christie, and Rosalind, their only daughter, was born in
1919. Agatha produced her first detective story in 1920, The Mysterious Affair at
Styles, which introduced Hercule Poirot. Her marriage failed in 1928, but not her
desire to write, for in 1930 she produced Murder at the Vicarage, and Miss Marple
arrived.

That same year, 1930, Agatha married again, this time to an archaeologist Max
Mallowan, who was 14 years her junior. They had met when Agatha visited an
archaeological dig at Ur, a major ancient Sumerian city-state located in modern-day
southern Iraq. After the war, Max became Professor of Western Asiatic Archaeology
at London University and as Director of the British School of Archaeology in Iraq he
excavated at Nineveh and Nimrud 1947-61.

Agartha went with him, and her travels in the Middle East inspired Murder in
Mesopotamia, Murder on the Orient Express and Death on the Nile. Back home, in
1934 the couple had found a peaceful and elegant home just outside of Wallingford,
where they lived for many years.

In all, Agatha wrote more than 100 novels, plays, short stories. The undisputed
‘Queen of Crime’, she is the best-selling novelist of all time. Some two billion copies
of her books, translated into at least 100 languages, have been sold. Her play The
Mousetrap, has been in continuous performance in London since 1952, breaking all
records.
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MISCELLANEOUS MUSINGS

Australia celebrates a milestone

As of 1st January, it has been 125 years since the Commonwealth of Australia was
established in 1901, when the six British colonies of New South Wales, Northern
Territory, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia were federated.

But a British presence in Australia began long before 1901. It was way back in 1788
that 11 ships had left England seven months earlier. Their passengers were mostly
convicts, and Captain Arthur Phillips had been charged with the job of establishing
penal colonies to house them.

The First Fleet landed at Sydney Cove on 26th January 1788, a small bay on the
southern shore of Sydney harbour. British settlers stood on Australian shores for
the first time and the Union Flag of Great Britain was raised. They formally
established the Colony of New South Wales on 7th February, and 20 years later, in
1808, the convicts who had been pardoned were now emancipated convicts, and
heartily celebrating the anniversary of their arrival with dinners, drinking and toasts.

The first official celebration took place in 1818 on the 30th anniversary of their
arrival, with Governor Lachlan Macquarie naming the day a national holiday, called
Foundation Day. While Australians have celebrated the 26th of January as Australia
Day ever since, the story is not all a happy one. For indigenous Australians, who have
been there for thousands of years, faced persecution and even dozens of massacres
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Nowadays Australia Day is a day when:
“We reflect on our nation’s past, which began more than 65,000 years ago, and the
impact of European settlement on the First Nation’s Australians. Our national day is
a time, above all, for inclusion and respect, as we work towards reconciliation.”

MISCELLANEOUS MUSINGS

Dorset ..

Build & Maintenance Company Ltd

Transform your space with Dorset Build & Maintenance Co Ltd
Looking to renovate your home or office? Trust the experts at Dorset Build
& Maintenance Co Ltd to bring your vision to life. With over 20 years of 2
experience, we specialize in high-quality building and maintenance services 2
tailored to your needs. From bespoke carpentry to comprehensive property ©
maintenance. our skilled team ensures exceptional craftsmanship and
attention to detail

Why Choose Us?
Experienced Professionals: our team is dedicated to delivering top-notch
results.
Comprehensive Services: we handle everything from minor repairs to major
renovations.

Historic Renovations: we specialise in the sensitive renovation of historic
buildings, preserving their charm while enhancing their functionality.
Customer Satisfaction: your happiness is our priority. We work closely with
you to ensure your project is completed on time and within budget.

Contact us today for a free consultation and let us help you create the
space of your dreams!

~—_

) admin@dorsetbuild.co.uk
(i @dorsetbuild
%) @dorsetbuild
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Complaints and refunds: what about consumer protection? — David Pickup
‘Use honest scales and honest weights.’ Leviticus 19:36

‘The Lord detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favour with him.’
Proverbs 11:1

These verses are not about the scales you use to weigh yourself, to see how much
weight you have put on over Christmas! It is a biblical warning for businesspeople
to act fairly and not cheat the buyer. As such it is one of the earliest pieces of
consumer protection.

The law has been updated to reflect changes in buying. Many of us do our shopping
online and much of what is bought are not goods in the old-fashioned sense, but
electronic items such as downloaded music or games. Whether you do your
Christmas shopping in the January sales or on Christmas Eve, what legal rights do
you have? This is a complex area, and the following is a guide only.

The law gives us some basic rights about the quality and standard of things we buy
from a business. They must be of ‘satisfactory quality’ which means what a
reasonable person would consider satisfactory. They must be ‘fit for purpose’ and
‘as described’. So, if you bought a book, it must be in good condition; and it must be
the whole book; and it should not fall apart when you start to read it. If it is a
hardback, you would expect it to last longer than a cheap paperback.

So, what if there is a problem?

Normally within the first 30 days, if it is faulty, you can get a refund.

Up to 6 months, if it cannot be repaired or replaced, you are entitled to a refund —in
most cases

Up to 6 years, if goods do not last a reasonable time, you may be entitled to some
money back.

Some shops give you more rights. They offer money back guarantees if you change
your mind. Always keep the receipt. Check that what you buy works, and that it is
ok when you get it. No point buying something in November and then find out on
Christmas Eve that it is broken. Watch out for those scales!

Menai Suspension Bridge celebrates 200 years

If you have ever gone to Anglesey, chances are that you used the Menai Suspension
Bridge (Pont y Borth, in Welsh). A lot of people do —an average of 13,300 vehicles a
day, or about 4.8 million vehicles a year. The bridge celebrates a big anniversary
this month: it is 200 years old. It was formally opened on 30th January 1826, to link
Anglesey (Ynys Mon) to mainland Wales (Gogledd Cymru).

The bridge is special — it is the world’s first ever major suspension bridge, with a 176
-metre span. Designed by Thomas Telford, it took seven years to build and has been
a huge success. It made the crossing safer (until then famers had had to swim their
livestock across the strait), and it also made the crossing more dependable and
quicker for everyone, cutting hours off the trip from London to Holyhead.

The bridge has changed a bit over 200 years — the original wrought-iron chains were
replaced with high-tensile steel chains in 1940, the bridge was reconstructed after a
fire in 1970, and in 1998 it was brought under the management of UK Highways A55
Ltd. But the Menai Suspension Bridge is still a much loved and critical road bridge
for Anglesey, and there will be warm celebrations for it this month.

To put the history of the bridge into perspective: it was built nearly 25 years before
Big Ben (in 1859) and more than 60 years before the Eiffel Tower (in 1889).
;«t“o%
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Gardiners
Gas & Plumbing

e TEL - 01305 594132
Mobile — 07929 071106

Email -
gardinersgas@gmail.com

Appliance Servicing
New Boiler Installations
Bathrooms
Power-Flushing
Radiators & Plumbing
Free Quotes

Local Family Business
Established Dorchester
1995

safe

REGISTER

Crossways Travel

Executive Coach Travel With A Personal Touch

01305 851697

DAY EXCURSIONS & HOLIDAYS
Picking up in Broadmayne and Crossways

GLAMOROUS FRENCH RIVIERA
AND MONTE CARLO

May 18™2026 9 Day Tour £1795

Join us an amazing tour to the French Riviera.
We will visit some of the most famous towns
and cities on this coast — Nice, Saint Tropez,
Villafranche-sur-Mer and even tip our toes to

the second smallest sovereign state in the
world Monaco, home to the World famous
Monte Carlo Casino. Being so close to the
water, we will include a relaxing cruise and
being in France, a visit to a local vineyard with
wine tasting. Going in spring it will be nice and
warm without the sweltering heat of the
summer. We will be staying in the 4-star

Mercure Thalasso Port Frejus in Frejus, close

to the marina and next to the beach. So why
not enjoy a dip in the sea. Our range of
excursions during your holiday will show you
why the rich and the famous have chosen this
part of the world to enjoy their jet setting
lifestyle.

OR WHY NOT JOIN US FOR A DAY EXCURSION.
01305 851697
www.crosswaystravel.co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS MUSINGS

Burns Night — 25th January

Each year, Burns Night takes place on 25th January to celebrate the life and legacy
of Scotland’s National Bard, Robert Burns. (1759 to 1796)

Burns Night is usually a combination of haggis, neeps, tatties, and warming ‘drams’,
accompanied by recitals of some of Robert Burns’ famous work.

Robert Burns was born in 1759 and died only 37 years later, in 1796. But his life and

writing certainly left a rich inheritance behind. Here are some interesting facts:

e After Queen Victoria and Christopher Columbus, Robert Burns has more statues
dedicated to him around the world than any other non-religious figure.

e American music legend Bob Dylan said that his greatest-ever source of inspiration
was Burns’ A Red, Red Rose.

¢ J.D. Salinger’s 1951 novel The Catcher in the Rye based its title on the Robert
Burns poem, Comin’ Thro’ the Rye.

e Auld Lang Syne is a song of friendship in China. Known as You Yi Di Jiu Tian Chang
— or Friendship Forever and Ever — the song is played at graduations and other
formal gatherings.

e s There For Honest Poverty (also known as A Man’s a Man for a’ That) was chosen
to open the new Scottish Parliament in 1999 due to its themes of equality and
universal brotherhood.

e Auld Lang Syne is recognised by the Guinness Book of World Records as one of
the top three most popular songs in the entire English language.

e American fashion designer Tommy Hilfiger claims to be a direct descendant of
Robert Burns.

e In 2009, Robert Burns became the first-ever person to appear on a
commemorative bottle of Coca-Cola.

e A book of Burns’ poetry was carried into space by astronaut Nick Patrick during a
two-week space mission in 2010. The book completed a 5.7-million-mile trip,
managing 217 orbits of the Earth.

e Burns fathered at least 12 children during his short lifetime. His youngest son,
Maxwell, was born on the day of Burns’ funeral.

POETRY CORNER
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Our irrepressible poet Nigel Beeton was inspired to write another version of a
famous hymn...

See, Amid the Winter’s Snow

See, amid the winter’s snow ‘Yes, the heating’s gone berserk!
Lots of cars that just won't go; ‘Mum has missed a day at work!
It is not the drivers’ fault — ‘Though she’s cross and seems on
Councils have run out of salt! edge,
Here, we sit the whole night long! ‘We can ride upon our sledge!’
Where have all the snowploughs
gone?
If we’d known we’d be delayed
We'd perhaps have brought a spade!

Sages on the weather show
Said the sun would surely glow,
And, said they, we may be sure
Of a glorious day in store!
But they missed a detail, small
And the snow did thickly fall!
But the met-men feel no shame —
Their computer takes the blame!

Say, ye cheerful children, say

Why aren’t you in school today?
‘We are skating round and round
‘Cos the heating’s broken down!
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PURBECK AERIALS
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;SKY - SMART TV - WALL MOUNTED TV
E FREESAT - EXTRA POINTS
WI-FI SYSTEMS

Call JOSH 07568 456962
SAME DAY SERVICE

; OAP DISCOUNT

| www.purbeckaerials.com
“I am local”

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Owermoigne Cricket & Social Club
next to the Village Hall in Pollards Lane DT2 8XD
The Club offers a cosy, friendly atmosphere,
complemented by a fully licensed bar, where you can
relax and enjoy a variety of drinks.
Membership is available — please apply in the Club.
We have some exciting social events throughout the
year for all the family to enjoy.

You will find us open on:

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 4pm until
10pm, and
Sundays 12 noon to 3pm
WWWw.owermoignecc.co.uk

Stitchinghouse Design

Curtains & Interior Design
Beautiful Fabrics
Blinds
Interior design showroom
workshop direct prices
Monday ~ Friday 9 — 4
Saturday 9 — 12
3 Pummery Square, Poundbury

01305 250782
www.stitchinghouse.co.uk

Foot Health I mggen (§)
o0 € oueur

Practitioner BA(Hons) MCFHP MAFHP

Treatments include: ®Thickened nails

*Nail cutting and filing e Fungal infections
®Dry, cracked skin ®Foot health education

®In-growing toenails e Djabetic and Arthuitic
®Corns & callouses foot conditions
treatmend in the yocer own home

t: 01929 401094 m: 07754 030565
e: imogen@foothealthdorset.co.uk
w: www.foothealthdorset.co.uk

TERRY WARR

Carpentry and
Associated Work

Tel: 07742 699874

Alex Burden
07471070225

contact@agbwindowcleaning.c agbwindowcleaning.co.uk

** JRONING SERVICE **
£10 per hour

Example: a level mixed load in an
average sized laundry basket = £15

Smoke Free Home
Collection/Delivery available

Call anytime on 07734 152433
References available

Dorchester Tree Surgeons
Undertaking all aspects of Tree Surgery,
hedge laying, hedge trimming and the
occasional feline aerial rescue.
Applications submitted for tree works in
conservation areas and trees with TPOs.
Hardwood and softwood logs are sold
by the cubic metre.

Please call Mike on 07717 685 951
burtonlandscape@hotmail.com

Quality Picture Framing
30 Years experience ‘,“AENO

WE CAN OFFER S E ©
. 2 .
) reasonable prices 7

2 large stock of frame mo ul lings

2 wide range of acid free coloured mount card

) 5t s of glass inclu I|1| rater white non reflective and WV protective
2 needlepoint a |( ciality

2 box frames and medals

Please telephone us for an appom

44 Manor Ihulu‘, Do ester, et DIl 2AX
Telephone: 01305 265137

email: roger clarke-williams(« talktalk.net

Quotatlons glven No obligation

Gary Biltcli ffe <

Decorator
All Aspects of ‘ {%

Painting and Decorating
Interior & Exterior
30 Years Experience, Free Estimates

Email: albionl11@aol.com
Tel: 01305 834713 or 07929 992201

Discover The Wild Partridge Farm
THEQWILD Sl ¥ fresh, locally sourced
> roduce, artisan breads, local
cﬂeses, and delicious hot or cold
DORSET to take away.
Open 7 days a week!
Monday-Saturday Qam-Spm &
Sundays 10am-4pm.

Tel: 01305 851 888
www.wildpartridge.co.uk

GEOFF STONE
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
All building/roofing work
undertaken
Established since 1966
Tel: Lee (Mobile) 07970 948909
G. Stone 07970 960778

HIS and HERS
HAIRSTYLISTS
}u ; 18 HIGH STREET

WOOL
Tel: 01929 462326
email:
pathatchard@hotmail.com

Mon-Thur-Fri 8.30am-6pm

Late night Tue 8pm

Wed CLOSED all day Sat 8am-12 noon

Experts in wedding styling!

Our clients come from near and far

TRY US - YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED!

L dp

Burton Landscapes Limited
Undertaking all aspects of: Hard
and soft landscaping; ground
works; drainage; site clearance;
garden maintenance and
herbicide application.

Please contact Mike on
07717 685 951

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com
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Lawn Mowing

Gardening Service
Reliable, Consistent & Friendly

Pruning shrubs & Trimming hedges
Moving & planting new plants
Strimming & Weed control

Garden clearance work

Call Luke on 07568 584 376

Email — info@southwestgardening.co.uk
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http://www.stitchinghouse.co.uk/

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY?

SMALL ADS

Every Sunday Church Services Page 3

Every Monday, 10am Bumps, Babies & Beyond, St Martin’s Community Hall (from 12th) Page 15
Every Mon, Tue, Wed Pilates, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 25
Every Mon 11.30/Thu 9.30am  Move It or Lose It, Crossways (Mon)/Broadmayne (Thu) Page 11
Every Monday 6pm Yoga, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 23
Every Wednesday, 10am Warm Welcome Wednesdays, Broadmayne Village Hal Page 15
Every Thursday, 10am Table Tennis, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 23
Every Thursday, 6.30pm Dog Training Club, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 23
Every Friday, 9.30am Pilates, Broadmayne Village Hall Page 21
Every Friday, 10am Chapel Café, Methodist Church, Broadmayne Page 15
Every Friday, 10am Owermoigne Painting Group, Village Hall (not 30th) Page 23
Every Friday, 7pm Short Mat Bowls, Broadmayne Village Hall Page 11
Every Saturday, 8.30am Yoga, St Martin’s Community Hall, Broadmayne Page 21
Wednesdays Fortnightly, 7om  Group Guitar Lessons, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 23
Saturday 3rd, 9am Community Café, Crossways Youth & Community Centre Page 11
Saturdays 3rd & 17th, 10am Short Mat Bowls, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 23
Monday 5th, 7.30pm Broadmayne Parish Council, Methodist Hall Page 17
Tues 6th & 20th, 10.30am Coffee & Company, St Peter's West Knighton Page 13
Thursday 8th, 7pm Broadmayne & West Knighton WI, Broadmayne Village Hall Page 13
Sats 10th, 17th & 24th, Sun 18th  Music at St Peter’s Dorchester Page 7

Saturday 10th, 3pm An Afternoon of Adventure, Owermoigne Village Hall Page 25
Monday 12th, 7pm Owermoigne Photography Group, Cricket & Social Club Page 25
Tuesday 13th,10am By Still Waters, Broadmayne Methodist Church Page 3

Tuesday 13th & 27th, 10.30am  Coffee Shop, St Martin’s Community Hall Page 21
Wednesday 14th, 7.30pm Knightsford Parish Council, New Inn, West Knighton Page 13
Thursday 15th February Compass deadline Page 2

Thursday 15th Fish & Chip Supper, Col's Quiz, Owermoigne Crkt & Social Club  Page 27
Tuesday 20th, 2pm Owermoigne Flower Club, Village Hall, Page 23
Tuesday 22nd, 10.30am Owermoigne Village Hall Coffee Morning Page 23
Saturday 24th, 7.30pm Undermined, West Stafford Village Hall Page 7

Friday 30th Meat Raffle, Owermoigne Cricket & Social Club Page 27

Get in touch with us today to raise any issues
| you have. You can contact us via the Dorset
Police website or social media, where we also
promote upcomin%(meetings and events. We are based at Dorchester Police Station. The Neighbourhood
Policing Team works with colleagues across Dorset Police, but does not respond to emergency calls. If a
crimgbis in progress or life is in danger, always dial 999 immediately, so we can help you as quickly as
possible.

#  Dorchester www.dorset.police.uk
i ‘ Neighbourhood Policing Team

HIGHER LEWELL FARMHOUSE CAMPSITE IN WEST KNIGHTON During the summer
we have 7 bell tents we let out to families to camp in. A secluded paddock on the edge of the
village. We have loos, showers, basins and a camping kitchen as well as fire pits and toys for
children. Please contact Sophia Hobbs on 07717 678 529. www.higherlewellfarmhouse.com

MICK GARDNER PLASTERING & BUILDING SERVICES Over 30 years of experience. Al
areas of plastering, ceilings, external rendering, artexing, renovating, pointing, decorating etc.
www.dorsetrendering.co.uk Tel: 01305 260407, mobile 07974 373427

NICEIC APPROVED ELECTRICIAN - J Desmond Electrical - For all aspects of
electrical installation work.

Tel: Jon - 07971 807719  j.desmond.electrical@gmail.com

Maurice — 01305 832497, 07976 767590

SOUTH DORSET DOG TRAINING CLUB. Fun dog training for all breeds.
Puppy Club. Basic courses. Advanced training. One-to-one. Problem dogs welcome.
Contact Peter Gibbins 01305 602883
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For your event to be included FREE in WHAT’S ON, email details to the Editor (see Pg 2)

Samt |
Petrified’s

—
——— —
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An anonymous parishioner (rumoured to be
a Churchwarden) writes...

Greetings again from St Petrified’s

It was a close thing. As is our tradition, we
did hold our Christmas Fair in November —
on Saturday 29th to be precise. The work
on the church hall had been completed,
and Santa was not booked elsewhere — so
all was go, go, go! Being optimists, and
because Mr Graf had been standing over
the six workmen and two ladies most of
every day, we had assumed the job would
be completed and had made plans for a
Christmas Fair. Mr Graf had insisted on
the ladies because the work included a
kitchen and a ladies’ toilet and he wanted
experts involved from the start, not expert
complaints from the lady users of these
facilities. He also got on well with the
Misses Sweet and learnt a lot of practical
detail from them. So as well as Santa, the
usual stalls and attractions were planned:
cakes, sweets, crafts, lucky dip, tombola,
bric-a-brac, pre-loved (what we used to call
second-hancf) clothes and so on.

To stir up enthusiasm for the fair it was
decided to hold an open day where
villagers could come and view the
renovated venue for the fair. And all of the
family who could be contacted of Jerem
Jameson, who left the bequest in his wiIK
were also invited to the ‘grand re-opening’
of the hall. As it turned out, his family are
spread far and wide across the world, but a
number still in Britain, did, despite the
short notice, arrive in their large expensive
vehicles, clogging the church car park and
the village streets. Villaiers coming to the
open day appreciated the transformation,
but did the family? Jeremy would have
done! And so there were queues at the
kitchen door to look at the facilities and to
view the Misses Sweet beavering away
serving hot drinks and cake; and queues at
the loos with people wishinﬁ to see the
sparking facilities, check the lights and try
the hot water, all of which were poor or
absent in the previous facilities. Now there
are separate Ladies and Gents, the women
said how splash-free it all was without the
men, and the men said how much better it
was not having to queue.
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Attendances at Christmas fairs have fallen
over the years, and following the numbers
at the open day, thoughts turned to how to
provide something that would attract them
to the fair. Rev Keen turned to his ‘think
tank’ (the youth group) one of whom
remembered going to a church hall with
some stalls run by charity shops. Rev Keen
saw the potential as many of the charity
shops in Midhampton often cannot accept
donations because their storerooms are
full, so he took the idea to the committee
who, as no one had thought of anything
else, agreed instantly.

A good number of shops welcomed the
proposal, especially as Mr Spendlow had
said that there would be no charge for the
stall and that the charities could keep all
their takings. So early on the morning of
the fair the village streets were clogged
again: with the charity shops’ vehicles. Al
our usual stalls were also setting up and the
event was opened bé Major éore-BIimey
promptly at 10.30. Business was brisk as
many in the village love charity shops but
find it difficult to get to Midhampton.
Delivery? No problem, as Rev Keen had
organised the kids’ army to do it. There
were some serendipitous finds. Mr Trump
(no relation as far as we know) found a
crystal wine glass which was an exact match
to one he had broken from a set which
celebrated his wife’s birthday and, as he
said, he was unable to manage a mend but
was now able to make amends! Mrs Price
had been left one of two vases by her
mother, and never found who had received
the other: whoever is was obviously did not
appreciate it and gave it to the charity shop.
It was quite large and did need help from
the kids’ army, but she insisted on escorting
them home just in case it got dropped!

Bedlinen, curtains, towels, tea towels
(many of the ‘Present from Margate’ type
obviously never used), cushions and other
similar items all sold well, perhaps an
indication of what shops were no longer on
the Midhampton high street. Some folk
brought things to donate to the shops —
which had not been expecting this but b

the end of the day most had sold muc

more than was left to take back so
accepted gracefully. ‘Our’ stalls also did
well, boosted by the increased numbers to
the event overall, but the Jameson family
members, who had been sent invitations,
were strangely absent.
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AND FINALLY...

The bump

A vicar who had just undergone a very
complicated operation kept complaining
about a bump on his head and a terrible
headache. Since his operation had been
an intestinal one, the nurse was
concerned. Finally, she spoke to the
doctor about it. The doctor reassured her,
saying: “Don’t worry, he really does have a
bump on his head. About halfway through
the operation, we ran out of anaesthetic
and he was about to wake up.

A musical note?

A church youth group leader who plays the
accordion is driving home late one night
after a youth event. He's tired and hungry,
so he stops at a late-night café for a bite to
eat.

Halfway through his meal he realises that
although he locked his car doors, his
accordion is in the back seat, in plain sight!
He rushes out to his vehicle, but he is too
late. The windows are already smashed,
and someone has thrown in two more
accordions.

The vicar always wished the
church had a spire so he’s
welcomed the phone mast

OLD SERmons &
LD SERMONS !
oLD SERMONS S
oLD sermonS &

il °-° SErmons 2

The vicar firmly believed in back-ups for
when he couldn’t get inspiration

Texts to the vicar

The vicar was trying to engage
with the younger generation and
said he would answer their texts.
He did not expect some of these...
I think a lot more people would
come to your church if you
moved it to Disneyland. —
Loreen, age 9

Please pray for all the airline pilots.
We are flying off on holiday
tomorrow. — Laurie, age 10

Please say a prayer for our local
cricket team. We need God's
help or a new bowler. Thank
you. — Alexander, age 10

My father says | should learn the
Ten Commandments. But |
don’t think | want to because we
have enough rules already in my
house. —Joshua, age 10

Are there any devils on earth? |
think there may be one in my
class. — Carla, age 10
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